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It is because Huxley himself was endowed with the enthusiasm for truth and the fanaticism of veracity, because he was never carried away by any exuberance of verbosity, because he was ready to stand cross-examination on every statement he made, because he was sincere and straightforward, that he became a master of style. Of course, his mastery is due also to his untiring effort to achieve directness and simplicity, to his wide refining which was continually enriching his vocabulary, and to his diligent study of the great writers, not of our language only but of French also, and Latin and Greek.
As a result of his immense experience as a teacher he learned how to put together an address so that it could most easily be apprehended by his hearers. He bestowed upon his lectures a logical structure, which sustained them throughout. He proceeded from the beginning to the middle and from the middle to the end, by regular steps, so that all who listened to him could follow his progress without undue effort. He never "wrote down" to the level of an uneducated audience, but he so deftly prepared his presentation of unfamiliar facts and unexpected conclusions that his uneducated audience had no difficulty in taking in his meaning as he unfolded it. He addressed them not from the remote and austere elevation of the scholar, but familiarly and in friendly fashion, as ordinary men speak to one another when they have matters of importance to communicate.
In his desire to make himself clear, and so to shape what he had to impart that it should be easy to under-